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L re-elected.

Senate Kills
Anti-ABM

Amendment

By John Maffre
Weashington Post Staff Writer

A massive coalition of hawk-
ish Republicans and Demo-
crats yesterday beat down a
Senate effort to block deploy-
ment of the $5 billion “thin”
Sentinel antiballistic missile
system.

— e~

R L I

an anti-ABM - amendment of-
fered by John Sherman
Cooper (R-Ky.) and backed by
a loose bipartisan alliance in-
. cluding Eugene J. McCarthy
(D-Minn.). The Cooper amend-
ment would have dropped
from the military construction
bill $227.3 million earmarked
for a start of construction on
Sentinel system facilities.

Less than half an hour later
a similar amendment proposed
by Sen. Stephen M. gugg (D-
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1| The Senate killed, 52 to 34,

o

clearly outnumbered,

expected. o T ‘
Sources closé to Cqoper and |

“lto Sen. Philip "A. Hart (D-

Mich), co-author of the
Amendment, thought they
might lose by at mosc -1
votes.

But many of the stalwarts

'|they might have counted on
| —Democrats

like Fnankg
Church of Idaho, J. W. Fui-:
bright of Arkansas, Vance
Hartke of Indiana, Albert
Gruening of Alaska, and Abra-
ham  Ribicoff of Connecticut
—were in their home states
facing the problem of getting

"~ The Administration’s posl-
tion was strengthened by a let-

not notabHPREQME,

ter last week from Defense
Secretary Clark M. Clifford.
Clifford in his letter hinted
at the need to proceed with
Sentinel so the U.S. would
have a better bargaining pos-
ture with Russia, a point on
which he made even more
stress last Thursday in his
Pentagon press conference.
This line of reasoning, one
which the dministl?ﬁ
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Ohio). was Jowned by the
more crushing voté of 72 to 12.
- The two votes virtually as-

sured passage of the $1.8-bil-
lion military construction au-
thorization with its controver-
slal funds to buy sites and
begin construction of facilities
for the Sentinel system. Sup-,
porters of the Sentinel say it
is primarily for <defense
against China but would also
provide some  protection
against Russia.

Finally action will be taken
this afternoon on a series of
amendments by Sen, oJseph S.
Clark (D-Pa,) that would slice
10 per cent or $180 million
from the military construction
bill,

In other legislation pending
before Congress are-a number
of requests for funds for Sen-
tinel which, with the $227.3
million 1in the construction
measure, would total more
than $1.7 billion.

In 1963 the Senate in secret
session rejected proposals for
an ABM system of defense.
One argument was that it was
inappropriate in a year that
the nuclear thest ban treaty
was due for gignature, and an-
other was that the effective-
ness 6 ABM was an unknown

quantity. =
Neither the angry opposi-
tHon of Senate Majorlty

Leader Mike Mansfield (D-

most undérstated arguments
of presidential candidate Me-
Carthy apparently made any
converts to tthe opposition.

The atmosphere in the Sen-
ate yesterday was a complete
reversal of Friday when Sen.
'‘Henry M. Jackson (D-Wash.),
Ithe bill’s floor manager, was
on the defensive against an at-
tack led by Cooper and Sen.
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.).

ABM opponents argued that
deployment would accelerate
the 'arms race, that the AMB's
effectiveness was not yet es-
tablished and it was therefore
foolish to start heavy spending
on it in view bf budgetary
problems.
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Mont.) nor the quiet and al-

earlier arguments for ABM,
was attacked by McCarthy
when he entered the Senate
shortly after 3 p.m, ‘
“The decision is a good ex-

ample, unfortunately not an
isolated one,” he said, “of an
attempt to buy security
through misplaced simplistic
reliance on technology rather
than by facing up more real-
istically and constructively to
problems that are in fact pri-
marily political in nature: In
this case, the problems of the
relationships between the
United States, the Soviet
Union, China and other na-
tions of Asia.” ' .

The presidential candidate
also questioned the Adminis-
tration’s  arguments that it
would help protect against an
accidental discharge of a nu-’
clear weapon against the U.S.

MecCarthy stressed that “the
massive offensive capability of
the United States must cer-
tainly continue to be counted
as the  effective deterrent
against many rational deci-
sions by the Chinese to em-
ploy any nuclear weapons.”
Atomic Energy, Sen. John O.

By far the loudest champion
of the Administration was the
fiery chairman of the Joint
Senate!Houyse Committee on
Atomic Energy, Sen, John O.
Pastore (Democrat of R.L).

“Where is our reason’’ Pas-
tore shouted three times,
pounding the lectern before
him or the desk top of any
neighboring Senator -as he
roamed around the chamber.
“We shed crocidile tears that
if we protect American lives
we are accelerating the arms
race.”

Then he paused, and re-
peated * twice dramatically
“Oh, woe be to us!” i
- “I'm ashamed if that's the
philosophy of America,” he
said, noting that there was a
readiness to pour funds into
Vietnam but none for protec-
tion here,
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